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Knowledge Transfer in India: Linking 

Pune and Mumbai  
 

The western Indian state of Maharashtra announced the crea-

tion of two biotechnology research parks in June of 2003, ex-

pressing hopes of becoming a major player in the countryõs bio-

pharmaceutical and agbiotechnology industries. International 

Biotech Park (IBP) is a joint venture project between the  

Maharashtra Industrial Development Corporation (MIDC) and 

TCG Urban Infrastructure Holding Ltd (TCGUIH) ña  

Chatterjee Group company. (Kulkarni, 2005) With a total in-

vestment of Rs 250 crore in the project, MIDC holds approxi-

mately 12 percent of the capital while TCGUIH holds the re-

maining 88 percent. The IBP hopes to attract 25 to 30 biophar-

maceutical companies with its facilities for clinical research, 

drug discovery, clinical trials, and commercial manufacturing.  

 

The developers of IBP say that companies could benefit from the 

proximity of other companies within the park, the pool of skilled 

scientists in the region and easy access to Mumbai ñIndiaõs fi-

nancial capital. Both Mumbai and the city of Pune are known 

for their exceptional educational and research focus, both have 

internationally connected hospital networks as well as multina-

tional pharmaceutical companies such as Glaxo SmithKline and 

Roche. (Basu, 2003) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

However, Maharashtra will need to compete with other, more 

developed, biotech clusters in India to be successful. The cities 

of Bangalore and Hyderabad in the states of Karnataka and  

Andhra Pradesh, respectively, are widely recognized as driving 

the Indian biotechnology sector, especially in the areas of ge-

nomics and bioinformatics. The two cities have attracted foreign 

investment through òwell-architected visibility,ó states Guljit 

Chaudhri, Delhi -based regional coordinator for the Association 

of Biotechnology -led Enterprises and executive vice president of 

the Sanmar Group (New Delhi, India). (Basu, 2003)  

 

The IBP has a core -shared facility at one 

end and an anchor tenant at the other. 

The park also houses a research centre, a 

business facilitation center, and soon an 

incubation centre. The park will work 

closely with research institutions and 

universities in the region to promote re-

search and development in the areas of 

life sciences. IBP will further develop new 

models of university -affiliated venture 

capital funds or venture catalyst funds to 

help bridge the gap in funding of tech-

nologies/firms emerging from the univer-

sity environment. (BioSpectrum, 2008)  

 

At present, land in this park has been dedicated to Emcure  

Pharmaceuticals, Centaur Pharma, Phyto Actives Pvt Ltd,  

Hikal Pharma, Novartis Ltd, Hikal Technologies, Chembiotek 

Research, Kard Scientific and Advantium. Venketeshwar  

Hacteries Ltd and Shreya Biotech presently have their units un-

der construction while production has already started for  

Emcure Biotech and Emcure Pharmaceuticals. (BioSpectrum, 

2008) 

 

Investment for this park is slated to take place in three phases 

and as of now TCG has completed one phase in terms of infra-

structure development and access to basic amenities. The com-

plete configuration for the park includes:  

 

¶ Land for development;  

¶ Genesis Squareña multi tenant campus for bio -

science labs;  

¶ Chrysalis Enclave ñbuilt to suit campus for research 

labs from òbench to the bed sideó;  

¶ A Bio Resource Centreñincluding shared facilities 

and incubation with business assistance (not yet op-

erational);  

¶ A Social Infrastructure and Services.  

 

(BioSpectrum, 2008)  

 

The Pune-based International Biotech Park 

(IBP) will soon have an incubation centre in 

its premises. The new facility, spread over 

15000 sq ft, will have the capacity to cater to 

15 to 20 firms. (PharmaBiz, 2008) It is hoped 

that given the close proximity to the Mumbai

-Pune express highway and the knowledge 

capita of Pune, there is will be strong alli-

ances between academia and industry in the 

region. (BioSpectrum, 2008)  
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Clinical Partnerships Asia 2009  

The only event facilitating clinical partnering  

opportunities in Asia  

15-16 June 2009, Hyatt Regency Mumbai, India  

 

¶ Understand market trends, opportunities & outlook for 

outsourcing and partnering  

¶ Identify the role of Asia in global clinical trials  

¶ Learn about the changing paradigm in drug development  

¶ Face challenges and seek solutions in clinical outsourcing  

¶ Gain knowledge on performance & relationship manage-

ment of outsourced projects  

¶ Overcome legal and regulatory barriers to clinical trial ap-

provals in India  

¶ Discover how to assure standards of trials and quality of 

clinical data  

The developers of  IBP say that 
companies could benefit from 

the proximity of  other  
companies within the park, the 
pool of  skilled scientists in the 

region, and easy access to 
Mumbai.  
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