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DuBiotech-Dubai Biotechnology and Research Park-Life 
Sciences Hub 
 
Dubai Biotechnology and Research Park (DuBiotech), a member of TE-
COM Investments was officially launched in February 2005 by His Highness 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, as part of Dubaiõs 2010 vision 
to establish a knowledge-based economy. DuBiotech is a free-zone dedicated 
to the life sciences.  The park accommodates the entire life sciences value 
chain by providing key facilities, investing in infrastructure, and creating a 
unique free zone that incorporates industrial, academic, commercial and resi-
dential projects.  
 
The park includes the BIO headquarter towers, the Nucleotide Lab Complex 
and warehousing facilities to support research and development, manufac-
turing, distribution, and other services. In addition to the parkõs facilities and 
infrastructure, DuBiotech also offers services such as regulatory affairs man-
agement, partner development, registration and licensing, government ser-
vices and leasing services.  
 
Beyond its infrastructure, DuBiotech is actively building alliances with distin-
guished universities, specialist hospitals, world regulatory bodies and other 
research parks to link the DuBiotech community with the global life sciences 
industry.  Keeping in line with its goal to be the major life science hub in the 
Middle East, DuBiotech includes companies such as Pfizer, Amgen, Merck 
Serono and Genzyme.  
 
DuBiotech offers these companies a unique business environment through a 
mixture of incentives such as advanced infrastructure, support services, free-
dom of capital movement, tax-free income and easy access to different mar-
kets. Companies operating within the DuBiotech community are offered a 
unique set of commercial benefits and incentives as a result of their free 
zone status. These include: 
 
¶ 100% tax exemption.  
¶ 100% repatriation of capital.  
¶ Tax free salaries for all employees. 
¶ 100% foreign ownership.  
¶ Easy incorporation with minimal formalities.  
¶ Guaranteed 30-50 years exemption from personal, income and 

corporate taxes  
¶ Long term land leases. 

 
Phase 1 
 
Spread over an area of 22 million Sq ft, DuBiotechõs infrastructure com-
prises the headquarter towers, the Nucleotide Lab Complex and the ware-
housing facilities. DuBiotech collaborated in the initial phase with the rele-
vant government bodies to establish the regulatory framework essential to 
facilitate biotechnological and pharmaceutical research in the region. The 
park further benchmarked its regulatory framework with international best 
practices to ensure that the correct business ecosystem was established. The 
first phase saw over 50 reputed international life sciences companies register 
with DuBiotech as business partners.  
 
 
Phase 2 
 
Now in its second phase of development, DuBiotech continues to draw 
strong interest from the international community of life science companies. 
DuBiotechõs purpose built, state-of-the-art infrastructure and distinguished 
community of international business partners, have earned the park the 
reputation of being the premier destination for life science companies.  
 
The second phase will specifically involve the relocation of the existing life 
sciences companies to the new DuBiotech headquarters and labs. Partner-
ships have also been finalized with investors to execute additional develop-
ments as per the master plan including laboratories, office building, residen-
tial, hotels, retail areas, schools and other services. At completion, the direct 
investment of DuBiotech is estimated to be around $400 million excluding 
third party investments. 
 
During the second phase, DuBiotech will strengthen the partnerships with 
governmental bodies in key areas such as regulatory affairs and academic 
projects. 
 
Life Science Cluster Benefits 
 
DuBiotech offers an industrial cluster environment for life sciences compa-
nies including: 

 
¶ Proximity to customers and suppliersðDuBiotech is geographi-

cally near to Middle East, Central Asia, Africa, the Asian Sub-
continent and the Eastern Mediterranean. These regions have a 
population of over 2 billion people and a combined GDP of 
around US$ 7 trillion. 

¶ Strong regulatory frame workðConsulting services are pro-
vided by the DuBiotech Regulatory & Science Affairs depart-
ment. 

¶ Excellent networking opportunities in the hub. 
¶ Single window services for licensing, visasñprovided by the 

Government Services Office. 
¶ Commercial, residential, educational, and recreational facilities. 

 
Located at the cross-roads of Asia, Europe and Africa, Dubai is well posi-
tioned to attract tourists, businesspeople, and families looking for a modern, 

safe and business centered destination. Du-
baiõs strategic location allows for easy accessi-
bility; more than 135 airlines operate through 
the Dubai International Airport, linking it to 
210 destinations worldwide with direct con-
nections to the main global cities. As the ma-
jor business and financial link between the 
East and the West an increasing number of 

international businesses continue to base their regional operations in Dubai. 
The friendly policies of the Dubai Government and the superior infrastruc-
ture facilities provide all the essential components for a successful business 
venture.  
 
Source: DuBiotech, www.dubiotech.ae.  
 
 

 
 

 
Upcoming BioAsia Events 

 
4th Annual Conference on Drug Discovery and Clinical Development in 
India: Scientific and Regulatory Advances Across Borders  
New Delhi, India 
15/11/2009 - 18/11/2009 

 
bioLOGIC India 2009  
Grand Hyatt, Mumbai, India 
01/12/2009 - 04/12/2009 
 
 

MEDIFEST, Premier Medical & Healthcare Techno Trade Event  
Pragati Maidan, New Delhi, India 
11/12/2009 - 13/12/2009 

 
2nd International Conference on Drug Discovery & 
Therapy  
Dubai, UAE 
01/02/2010 - 04/02/2010 
 
Asia Pharma R&D Leaders 2010 Summit  
Intercontinental Hotel, Shanghai, China 
04/03/2010 - 05/03/2010 
 
 
BioMalaysia 2009  
Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre, Malaysia  
17/11/2009 - 19/11/2009 
 
 
 
The 1st DIA Regulatory Communications Workshop 
in Japan  
Tokyo, Japan 
26/11/2009  
 
Partnerships in Clinical Trials Asia Pacific  
Singapore 
01/12/2009 - 03/12/2009 
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Companies Located at DuBiotech 
 
Al Zahrawi Group 
www.zahrawi.com  
Distributor of  medical and laboratory equipment 
   
Alliance Global FZ-LLC  
www.alliance-agbl.com  
Distributor for medical diagnostics and life sciences industries  
 
Amgen (Middle East FZ-LLC)  
www.amgen.com  
Biotechnology company  
  
Aspen Healthcare LLC FZ   
www.aspenpharma.com  
Distributor of  MNC and branded generics 
 
Biomedix FZ-LLC   
www.biomedixllc.com  
IVD kit and related chemical reagents producer  
 
BioPharma Middle East & Africa FZ-LLC  
www.biopharma-mea.com  
Specializes in biotechnology and pharmaceutical products  
  
Boston BioCapital FZ-LLC  
www.bostonbiocapital.com  
Venture capital firm  
   
Cryo-Save Arabia FZ-LLC   
www.cryo-save.com  
Collection, isolation, and storage of  stem cells from umbilical 
cord blood 
 
Dimensions Healthcare FZ-LLC   
www.dimensions-healthcare.com  
Healthcare Consultancy 
 
Eastern Biotech & Life Sciences FZ-LLC   
www.easternbiotech.com  
Biotechnology company  
 
Eppendorf  Middle East FZ-LLC   
www.eppendorf.ae 
Distributor of  laboratory equipment and consumables  
 
Genzyme Middle East FZ-LLC   
www.genzyme.com  
Biotechnology company  
 
Getz Pharma International FZ-LLC  
www.getzpharma.com  
Specializes in pharmaceutical and biotechnology products 
  
Greenrain FZ-LLC   
www.greenrain.biz  
Developer of  clinical decision support software 
 
Gulf  Specialty Pharma FZ-LLC   
www.gulfspecialtypharma.com  
Markets novel oncology products and services in the gulf  region  
 
Laboratoria Qualiphar   
www.qualiphar.com  
Family-owned pharmaceutical company  
 
 

 
 
Laboratory Automation Services Middle East FZ-LLC   
www.tecan.com  
Laboratory automation services  
 
LifeCell International Private Limited 
www.lifecellinternational.com  
Private stem cell bank  
   
Maquet Middle East FZ-LLC   
www.maquet.ae 
Leader in medical systems  
   
Merck-Serono Middle East FZ-LLC   
www.merckserono.com 
Pharmaceutical and chemical company  
 
Natrol Global FZ-LLC   
www.natrol.com  
Subsidiary of  Plethico Pharmaceuticals; Global healthcare/
pharmaceutical company  
 
NeoBiocon FZ-LLC   
www.biocon.com 
New joint venture between Biocon Limited and Neopharma; Pro-
vides specialty biopharmaceuticals 
 
NewBridge Pharmaceuticals FZ-LLC  
Nbpharma.com 
Specializes in providing innovative healthcare products; Regional 
partner 
   
Orla McLarney Consulting FZ-LLC  
www.omc-pharma.com  
Marketing services for the pharmaceutical industry  
  
Pfizer International Corporation   
www.pfizer.com 
Research-based biomedical and pharmaceutical company  
 
Pharma Plan Middle East FZ-LLC 
www.pharmaplanmde.com  
Healthcare management services  
   
Pharma Affair FZ LLC  
www.pharmaaffair.com  
Outsourcing research-based service provider  
 
PHILIPS Respironics   
www.philips.com/respironics 
Leaders in sleep and respiratory markets  
 
Richard Wolf  Middle East   
www.richard-wolf.com 
Leader in medical endoscopy  
 
Viacentra FZ-LLC   
www.viacentra.com  
Medical supplies company  
 
Vins Life Science FZ-LLC   
www.vinsbio.in 
Developing country drug manufacturer 

http://www.zahrawi.com
http://www.alliance-agbl.com
http://www.amgen.com
http://www.aspenpharma.com
http://www.biomedixllc.com
http://www.biopharma-mea.com
http://www.bostonbiocapital.com
http://www.cryo-save.com
http://www.dimensions-healthcare.com
http://www.easternbiotech.com
http://www.eppendorf.ae
http://www.genzyme.com
http://www.getzpharma.com
http://www.greenrain.biz
http://www.gulfspecialtypharma.com
http://www.qualiphar.com
http://www.tecan.com
http://www.lifecellinternational.com
http://www.maquet.ae
http://www.merckserono.com
http://www.natrol.com
http://www.biocon.com
http://www.omc-pharma.com
http://www.pfizer.com
http://www.pharmaplanmde.com
http://www.pharmaaffair.com
http://www.philips.com/respironics
http://www.richard-wolf.com
http://www.viacentra.com
http://www.vinsbio.in
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DuBiotechõs Strategy to Attract the Best to Dubai 
 
Currently, the Dubai Biotechnology and Research Park (DuBiotech) is home 
to some of the worldõs top biopharmaceutical companies, including Amgen, 
Genzyme, Merck Serono, and Pfizer. Intellectual property legislations, the 
governmentõs approach to clinical trials, and new drug registration proce-
dures, have enabled DuBiotech to establish itself as a globally recognized 
centre for the life science industries. (Dubai Health and News, 2009) 
 
In 2006 for example, Amgen Inc. announced it would open its Mideast 
headquarters in a Dubai free trade zone developed to attract biotechnology 
research and development firms. Amgen was one of the first biotechnology 
companies to establish operations in the Middle East. This site focuses on 
selling cancer and arthritis drugs to an estimated 300,000 patients throughout 
the Middle East and Africa. Amgen also indicated that it could move some 
of its research and development work to Dubai in the future. Amgen was 
attracted to Dubaiõs business-friendly settingñincluding intellectual property 
protection, no taxes or restrictions on foreign ownership, expatriate employ-
ees or sending profits outside the country. (Krane, 2006) Amgenõs Dubai 
office acts as the regional hub for the Middle East, Africa and Turkey for 
commercial and medical activities, providing all functional and management 
support to the region including marketing, medical, finance, supply chain 
and regulatory affairs. (UAE, 2009) 
 
In 2009, a high-level meeting was held to discuss Amgenõs future plans at the 
park and the potential of expanding regional presence. Rolf Hoffman, Senior 
Vice President Commercial Operations, Amgen International, expressed in-
terest in clinical research, and developing clinical trials in collaboration with 
DuBiotech and local clinical research organizations (CROs). Amgen is also 
exploring the possibility of developing a logistics centre in DuBiotech that is 
connected to its main logistics platform in Europe to serve the entire Middle 
East and African markets from Dubai. (UAE, 2009) 
 
Dr. Marco Baccanti, Executive Director of DuBiotech stated, òWe feel privi-
leged that the development strategy of DuBiotech is facilitating Amgenõs re-
gional expansion plans. The biotechnology cluster gains significance from 
the infrastructure point of view because of its laboratories, warehouses, and 
offices. Its cluster composition with the presence of pharmaceutical compa-
nies, research institutions, CROs, and strong affiliations with the UAE Min-
istry of Health and local health authorities, further serve as strong incentives 
for companies seeking a presence in the regionéó (UAE, 2009) 
 
Ashraf Allam, Regional Managing Director of Amgen, said: òOur goal is to 
become the best human therapeutics company in this part of the world. In 
an area with a population of over half billion people, there is immense po-
tential for Amgen to serve a range of patients. We chose the park as an ideal 
location to accommodate the entire life sciences value chain. It provides key 
facilities and incorporates specially tailored amenities to support the rigorous 
requirements of research and development, manufacturing, distribution and 
high value-added services.ó 
 
Similarly in 2006, Genzyme Corporation announced the official opening of 
its Middle East office based in Dubai. The new office established at DuBio-
tech, expands Genzymeõs global network to improve support for patients 
and the medical community in that region. (AmeInfo.com, 2006) The Dubai 
office specifically provides regional sales and marketing support to custom-
ers and distributors for its enzyme replacement treatments for Gaucher, 
MPS I, Fabry and Pompe, and four Lysosomal Storage diseases. It also sup-
ports activities for Renagel, a treatment to reduce the phosphorus levels in 
chronic kidney disease patients on hemodialysis, Thymoglobulin, an immu-
nosuppressant for treating and preventing acute rejection in renal transplant 
patients, and Thyrogen, an adjunct to thyroid cancer disease management 
designed to aid in the treatment and earlier detection of recurrence. 
(AmeInfo.com, 2006) 
 
The Dubai office will represent Genzyme in Bahrain, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Jor-
dan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Malta, the Sultanate of Oman, the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and Qatar. Further activities are an-
ticipated in Yemen, Syria, and Sudan. (AmeInfo.com, 2006) Genzyme also 
anticipates adding staff for administrative, regulatory and customer service 
functions in the coming years. Ariaan Schipper, Genzymeõs Regional Direc-
tor for the Middle East from the Dubai office stated, òWe are looking for-
ward to expanding our services in the area so we can build a closer relation-
ship with our stakeholders and so more patients with serious medical needs 
can benefit from our specialized therapiesó. (AmeInfo.com, 2006) 
 
Jean-Michel Halfon, President and General Manager of Pfizerõs Emerging 
Markets Business Unit, similarly met with high-ranking officials in the sum-
mer of 2009 to discuss the expansion of their regional headquarters for    

Africa and the Middle East, based at DuBiotech facilities.  (Dubai Health 
and News, 2009) Since establishing its regional headquarters in DuBiotech, 
Pfizer has achieved measurable growth in Africa and the Middle East. Dr 
Marco Baccanti Executive Director of DuBiotech said, òAs the region's lead-
ing life sciences cluster, DuBiotech will play a critical role in providing the 
right resources to support Pfizer in the regionéWe believe DuBiotech is 
rightly positioned to help companies such as Pfizer sustain their pioneering 
status at the forefront of biotechnology." 
 
Jean-Michel Halfon said, òPfizer feels privileged to have the support of a 
major corporation such as Dubai Holding and its entities to build our already 
well-established operations. A base at DuBiotech will facilitate our efforts in 
meeting our long term objectives.ó 

 
DuBiotech is actively 
building affiliations and 
alliances with distin-
guished universities, 
specialist hospitals, 
world regulatory bodies 
and other research 
parks to link the DuBio-
tech community with 
the global Biotechnol-
ogy industry. Compa-
nies incorporated by the 
park or located within it 
are offered a set of 
commercial benefits and 
incentives as a result of 
their Free Zone status. 
(Wikipedia, 2009) 
 
The latest deal signals 

the regionõs active pursuit of global partnerships including an agreement with 
the Swiss Biotech Association to promote collaboration between the two 
organisations. (AmeInfo.com, 2009) In addition to collaboration between 
the two biotechnology organisations, one of the initiatives under the agree-
ment includes a campaign to raise awareness among the Swiss biotechnology 
and medical technology companies about the Middle East's growing health-
care market and the benefits offered by DuBiotech as a life sciences free 
zone. (AmeInfo.com, 2009) 
 
Dr Marco Baccanti, Executive Director, DuBiotech said, òConsidering the 
strategic importance and the technology advancement of the Swiss biotech-
nology and medical technology sectors, and the benefits the DuBiotech plat-
form offers to these industries, the agreement is an ideal move to ensure mu-
tual advantages to the UAE and Swiss biotechnology compa-
nies." (AmeInfo.com, 2009) 
 
Domenico P. Alexakis, CEO of Swiss Biotech Association likewise ex-
pressed, òWe are actively supporting all our 183 members to develop their 
business opportunities. With the collaboration between DuBiotech and the 
national industry association, the awareness level will increase and generate 
additional value for the industry.ó (AmeInfo.com, 2009) 
 
The mixture of incentives that DuBiotech provides creates a unique business 
environment for companies to start operations at the park. Besides the tax 
free environment, DuBiotech has set up the necessary infrastructure for life 
science companies to conduct activities within the park including hazardous 
waste management, custom support services for logistics and distribution 
activities, and centralized facilities for research and development activities. 
(Wikipedia, 2009) 
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