Aging seniors to reap long-term health
benefits from Edmonton-based artificial
intelligence project
Health City and Boehringer Ingelheim (Canada) Ltd. announce
collaboration to better predict disease risk, frailty in seniors
May 10, 2019 (EDMONTON, ALBERTA) - Health City is pleased to announce a unique collaboration with
Boehringer Ingelheim (Canada) Ltd., local companies. The project will leverage artificial intelligence (AI)
to examine data as a means to better predict frailty and its impact on chronic diseases such as heart
disease and diabetes.
Frailty is the most concerning reality of our aging population.1 It is estimated that approximately 1 in 4
older adults are at imminent risk of becoming frail and are at a greater risk for declining health, higher
health care utilization, and loss of independence.2 However, if frailty and risk for chronic disease can be
identified earlier, there is an opportunity to intervene, improve care pathways for patients and
positively impact their health.
At the heart of the project is the development of a tool that can facilitate how front-line providers are
able to identify patients earlier in order to provide appropriate patient-centred interventions to support
healthy aging.
AltaML, a local AI and machine learning company, will develop the machine learning algorithms to pull
together the different data sets, uncovering predictions and patterns to solve key questions that
physicians are asking patients. “We are thrilled to be part of the project at the ground-level,” says
AltaML CEO Cory Janssen. “In order to apply AI to any sector, we have to have a clear understanding of
the problem. Working directly with the physicians and the other partners on this project means that we
can develop a better and more robust solution.”
Including local organizations like these early on will allow them to test their solutions in a real-world
setting which will enable scalability outside the region.
“Our mandate is to drive economic development through innovation in the health sector in this region
and this project is the first example of the kind of model we believe will do that,” says Health City CEO,
Reg Joseph. “We’re excited that our partnership with Boehringer Ingelheim allows us to bring together
this collaborative team from our vibrant health community to solve this very real challenge for our
senior’s population, locally and nationally.”
The goal is to enable healthcare teams to proactively identify patients who could benefit from more
individualized care and evidence-based interventions such as fall prevention, medication review, or
social service interventions to help further mitigate frailty.

“We are committed to delivering innovative healthcare solutions that reflect our commitment to serve
current and future healthcare needs,” says Richard Mole, President and CEO, Boehringer Ingelheim
(Canada) Ltd. “Together with Health City, insights gained from the use of AI will help to address the
needs of aging seniors in in the city of Edmonton, allowing them to manage their conditions more
independently.”
“This is such a significant collaboration on so many levels for this city,” says Edmonton Mayor Don
Iveson. “When I launched Health City in 2016, I knew that our region had the ability and opportunity to
benefit from our world-class health research and innovative spirit. I am looking forward to more
investment and jobs in this sector that result in economic prosperity for this region and ultimately
impact the health and well-being of our citizens.”
About Health City
Health City is a non-profit, municipal economic development initiative created to connect, promote,
catalyze and accelerate innovation in the health sector in Edmonton and surrounding region. Health City
works with our community to create a vibrant health industry with health and social outcomes for our
citizens. Our focus is on transforming innovations from our health ecosystem into solutions that have
commercial application and global relevance; adopting them for impact in Edmonton and scaling them
for export to global markets. For more information, visit www.edmontonhealthcity.ca.
Boehringer Ingelheim (Canada) Ltd.
Improving the health of humans and animals is the goal of Boehringer Ingelheim, a research-driven
pharmaceutical company. In doing so, the focus is on diseases for which no satisfactory treatment
option exists to date. The company therefore concentrates on developing innovative therapies that can
extend patients’ lives. In animal health, Boehringer Ingelheim stands for advanced prevention.
Family-owned since it was established in 1885, Boehringer Ingelheim is one of the top 20 companies in
the pharmaceutical industry. Some 50,000 employees create value through innovation daily for the
three business areas of human pharmaceuticals, animal health and biopharmaceuticals. In 2018,
Boehringer Ingelheim achieved net sales of around 17.5 billion euros. R&D expenditure of almost 3.2
billion euros, corresponded to 18.1 per cent of net sales.
As a family-owned company, Boehringer Ingelheim plans in generations and focuses on long-term
success. The company therefore aims at organic growth from its own resources with simultaneous
openness to partnerships and strategic alliances in research. In everything it does, Boehringer Ingelheim
naturally adopts responsibility towards mankind and the environment.
The Canadian headquarters of Boehringer Ingelheim was established in 1972 in Montreal, Quebec and is
now located in Burlington, Ontario. Boehringer Ingelheim employs approximately 600 people across
Canada.
More information about Boehringer Ingelheim can be found at www.boehringer-ingelheim.ca or in our
annual report: http://annualreport.boehringer-ingelheim.com.
About AltaML
AltaML builds transformational software for business, powered by machine learning (ML). We partner
with organizations using a co-development model where we can provide technical and strategic

expertise on how to leverage their data with AI/ML to deliver significant ROI and new forms of
competitive advantage. https://www.altaml.com/
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